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STEPHANIE ALEXANDER KITCHEN GARDEN
By Wendy Nicolle – Garden Specialist

st

21 June
11.30am – 12.30pm
Choir Assessment
st

21 June
Coffee Van 8.30am
nd

22 June
SAPSASA Knockout
Football 10.00am at
Hahndorf
rd

23 June
SAPSASA Knockout
Netball 1.30pm at
Our Saviour
th

28 June
Music is Fun
th

29 June
Canteen Sausage
Sizzle

The Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program makes quite an impact on many parts of
Happy Valley Primary School. The kitchen is a definite favourite, with many parents
commenting that they are amazed their child now tries so many different foods. The garden
supplies some of this food and it is the students who prepare beds, plant seeds and seedlings
and then look after them until it is time to harvest.
Lessons
This year students have planted cabbage, broccoli,
cauliflower, celery, coriander and Asian green seeds in toilet
rolls in ice cream containers. Seedlings they have planted
include silver beet, rainbow chard, spring onions and Asian
greens. The students have learnt how to prepare the soil for
the beds, discussed the different soil types and how we only
use organic and natural resources. Depending on the time
of the lesson, students harvest the produce for the kitchen.
Bugs
Between March and April each year, our garden is blessed with Monarch
Butterflies. We do encourage them by having a good supply of their
favourite plant - the milk weed. At least one lesson is spent learning
about the life cycle of this butterfly. The lesson starts by watching a
YouTube video and then going out into the garden and seeing ‘the real
thing’. This theme is continued in winter when the not so welcome
white moth and green caterpillars arrive to eat our Brassicas.

th

30 June
Assembly - Japanese
themed
nd

2 July
Working Bee
th

7 July
Reports go home
th

7 July
2.15pm finish

Chooks and Scraps
Mrs Reid’s class are our chook monitors this year. They have been
very responsible, using their initiative on more than one occasion.
The chooks supply us with both eggs and manure for the garden
as well as being a valuable resource for reinforcing the important
lesson of looking after our environment. Mr Parrish’s class are
our scrap monitors, picking up the fruit and lunch scraps after
lunch every day. Another lesson there in recycling and how living organisms decompose.

Tuesday Markets
Excess produce is sold at our Tuesday morning and afternoon Market held at the front of the kitchen. A group of
students help harvest and sell the produce; learning about weights and money.
Lunch time Club
The lunch time club is something new this year. After spending at least 20 minutes
helping in the gardens in their lunch time, student receive a sticker; when they get 10
stickers they receive a $2.50 canteen voucher. Students help with a range of things,
depending on the season; watering, moving mushroom compost, weeding, or generally
tidying up.

What is special about Wednesday 21st June?
It is the shortest day of the year! From Thursday – the day light hours get longer.

The Honourable Susan Close announces - Happy Valley Primary School to receive
$209,111.00 from 2017 School Pride – Asset Maintenance Program.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Families,
Congratulations to our Pedal Prix team for their successful participation in the competition on Sunday 18 th June at
Victoria Park. They represented our school with pride reflecting our values of Respect, Responsibility and Integrity.
Many thanks to the back-up crew – families and friends, for supporting us at training and on the day. Your hard
work and encouragement are valued greatly.
Great news for the whole community, the Minister for Education and Child Development, The Hon. Susan Close
announced the 2017 School Pride – Asset Maintenance Program. We received $209,111.00 for upgrades to paving,
painting and carpeting. We look forward to progressing this work in the near future.
The student reports will be finalised this week ready for editing and printing. The reports are a reflection of the
learning growth and achievement of students from the beginning of the year. The grades are based on evidence of
student work collected during this time measured against the Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards. All
reports will be sent home on Friday 7th June, the last day of term.
The Pupil free day was an opportunity for teachers to work together exploring their understanding of Maths and
Numeracy. We are developing a Numeracy agreement that will form a common basis of understanding and
framework for the teaching of Maths and Numeracy as students’ progress through the school. We were challenged
to consider the many different processes utilised when solving a mathematical problem and to encourage students
to ‘think mathematically’ rather than focussing on an accurate solution to a problem as the only outcome. We are
working with students to become competent problem solvers with the ability to apply processes that support the
achievement of an outcome. Rather than calculating a maths problem to get the right answer. We are learning that
there are many different solutions to a mathematical problem!
Regards
Debbie

MATHS SURVEY – Katharine Pooley – Year 1 Teacher
What do you think Mathematics means?
Mathematics is very broad term to describe. It is about understanding numbers and making
calculations. It also encompasses much more than this including estimating and measuring distances
and time durations. Also understanding the properties of shapes and angles and collecting data. It
involves organising information and solving problems.
How do you use maths in everyday situations?
I use math when I go shopping to count money and change. I estimate the total of the items
I have in my trolley and how much more I have to spend. I often time how long something
will take to cook and measure how much I need of each ingredient. I have to estimate how
long it will take to drive to appointments so that I arrive on time.
What is your favourite maths thing to do?
I really enjoy cooking and this requires me to use math in many different ways. Including
measuring quantities, lengths of time and fractions. I will also often halve or double a recipe.

ATTENDANCE - EVERYDAY COUNTS!!!

Our target is 95% student
attendance every week.

94% this week – so close.

POWERFUL LEARNER AWARDS – presented at assembly on Thursday June 8th
For being a confident and resilient learner
Benjamin V, Emily P, Nick B, Mika G, Abby Wh, Caleb R
For welcoming challenges that stretch their thinking
Carys G, Zac C, Kye S, Shaela B, Sienna B, Stephanie W
For having an enduring belief that they can learn and achieve
Taya M, Cruz Y, Zeke D, Dylan C, Chloe T, Amelia O,
For being able to solve problems from various context
particularly those that relate to their lives
Ayden G,
For having the capacity to apply their understanding to new and familiar situations
Madeline E, Scarlett D, Chloe G, Addisyn M, Amelie H

MUSIC IS FUN – IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
On Wednesday the 28th June 2017 the school will be visited by
the Music is Fun band. We are all very excited as this is an
enjoyable event on our school calendar. This is an educational
incursion for the students and is for the students, to participate
in as an audience but also interact with the band and the
Performing Arts curriculum, as such this is not an event for
parents to attend.
Regards, Angela Kay
Performing Arts

REMINDER – Canteen Sausage Sizzle Special Lunch

Don’t forget to place your order with the canteen by Friday, 23rd June
to take part in the Sausage Sizzle Special Lunch. Spare order forms
can be collected form the canteen or the front office. Enjoy!!

SAPSASA FOOTBALL and NETBALL – WEEK 6 CARNIVAL

Week 6 we went to West Beach to play in the football
state carnival for Southern Valley. On the first day we
had to get there at 10:00am. We were playing
Onkaparinga North in the first game. The scores were
Southern Valley 10 goals, 7 points - 67 to Onkaparinga
North 5 goals, 2 points – 36. After we finished we
went back to our tent and then the coach had a talk to
us. Our next game was at 3:00pm before we played
we had to warm up. We won against Southern Yorke
Penisula 8 goals, 9 points - 57 to 3 goals, 1 point - 19.
We played 9 games in the carnival and won 8 and lost
1. We had a really good week and we played really
good football. We won the Division 3 competition.
By Cameron A and Charlie E

SAPSASA week was so much fun!! We played all the games at Pricline Stadium. I
played for Southern Valley Netball for a whole week. The positions that I played was
GD and GK. There were two teams: Div4 and Div8, the team that I was in was Div8.
There were 2 games each day. Div8 had a great week by winning every game. My
st
team ended up 1 on the ladder so we got a medal and a trophy for Southern Valley,
we were all so proud of each other. It was really hard saying good bye to each other
because during the week all of us became really good friends. But we ended it on a
good note.
Tanisha V

During week 6 we played netball Southern Valley District in
division 4. We played 9 games in total.
th
We won 6 and lost 3 and finished 4 on the ladder from 12 teams.
It was great to play our first game together against Western Eyre
which we won 37 to 14.
Some of our team mates we already knew from our local clubs, it
was great to meet all of the other players from our district and
hope we get to play netball with them another time. It was a great
experience representing Happy Valley Primary School and the
Southern Valley District. By Abby Wo & Pia E

PEDAL PRIX REPORT from 6 hour race June 18th
What a great start to our
season! The first race of this
year was Sunday 18th June at
the 6 hour race held at
Victoria Park in Adelaide. Our
team finished a very
respectable 36th out of 64
Primary Schools and 131st
out of a total 173 teams
competing.
The team of 12 riders had an
early 7.30am start to set up
our pit and mess area. After
walking the track as a team
and an inspiring talk from Tina A our manager, Noah H took his place on the grid. Joel C showed his experience by
completing the fastest lap (2.39 minutes) as well as completing the most laps (13). All our riders rode impressive
times and completed a good number of laps each.
A huge thank you to all our very supportive parents - Julie C and Nicole T have organised school practices, Alistair P
organised extra Vic Park practices, Shane E towed the trailer for the race and Alistair and Shane (and their kids!)
had the tent up in record time. Cheronn C organised the very important food for race day and all other parents
supported both their own child as well the team as a whole. Thank you also to Trent Smart for changing his week
activities to fix our vehicle before the race.
A highlight of the day was Brock Z being interviewed by Channel 7!
Good luck Noah H, Acacia D, Joel C, Natasha A, Charlie E, Lachlan B, Brock Z, Josh E, Josh T, Dylan C, Finlay P and
Hugh L and your families for the next two races - the second 6hour on July 30th at Victoria Park and the big 24 hour
race on 23rd September at Murray Bridge.
Many thanks to our sponsors:
Bakers Delight for their kind donation of goods,
Phat Lamb and Flying Pig gluten Free Butchers
for our discounted meat. Special thanks to last
year’s Gold Sponsors – RittWatchman &
Associates. Contact Amanda for your tax needs
and mention Happy Valley Primary School.

CAN YOU HELP
Kookaburra Canteen needs volunteers urgently.
1 morning a term or 1 morning per month any time you can spare would be appreciated.
Please contact Sheena-Margot in the canteen, your support will be rewarded with lunch
on volunteer day.

Governing Council is calling for new representatives.
If you would like to be involved please ask at the front office for an application form or
contact Julie Coe Governing Council Chairperson jjcoe77@gmail.com for further
information.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Do you have an artist in the family?
MP Nat Cook is holding a mid-year junior and primary school drawing competition!
There are 3 prizes awarded to each school (years R-2, 3-5, 6-7).
We would love you to participate!
Nat displays all the pictures in her office.
The theme for this year is “Kindness in the community”.
The kids can be as creative as they like and we look forward to what they can produce!
If you would like to participate entry forms will be available in the front office from Friday 23rd June with entries
closing 28th July.

PARENT EDUCATION SEMINARS: Setting kids up for SUCCESS
series
Mark is an educator, counsellor, author and conference presenter and works throughout
Australasia. He is recognised for his connecting and insightful PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
work with staff, and PARENT EDUCATION SEMINARS for parents. His book, TEACHING TOUGH
KIDS, took out the international NASEN award for 'Best Book to Promote Professional
Development' in 2012. It offers real and refre shing approaches to maximise opportunities for
students we find challenging to educate. Mark also co -authored 'What's the Buzz? '
www.whatsthebuzz.net.au Both programs, one for PRIMARY students and the other for EARLY
LEARNERS, became best sellers as an effective way to teach social and emotional literacy to
young people, especially those who require greater structure and more explicit instruction.
Over 16 lessons students become immersed in a variety of essential relational skills,
stimulated by the experiences of our much -loved character, Archie. In each lesson the children
help Archie solve the very same social dilemmas that occur in their everyday lives . As they do
this, through activity, discussion, role -play and quizzes, they'll learn how -to become a more
flexible social thinker.

Mark's PARENT EDUCATION SEMINARS are based on his
two PARENTING books;
PARENTING TOUGH KIDS and RAISING BEAUT KIDS

To book a PARENT EDUCATION SEMINAR, phone Sharon (08) 8332 0698, or email Mark directly
at mark@marklemessurier.com.au

Please visit www.marklemessurier.com.au for information on
upcoming workshops.
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