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PRODUCE - As usual at this time of the year there is a huge amount of
activity in the garden! Harvesting is keeping us all very busy – the
students have spent many lunch times picking ‘Louisa’ plums (buckets
and buckets!), satsuma plums, grapes, tomatoes, peaches, pears, figs
and apples. As was mentioned in the last newsletter, a great bunch of
parent volunteers cut up about 25 kg of plums for us to freeze for use in
kitchen classes. We have frozen tomatoes, too.
THURSDAY MARKETS - Thank you to the families
who support our Thursday Markets. The sales from
our all organic produce with absolutely no ‘food
miles’ is put straight back into the program. The
program has been running at Happy Valley Primary
School for 6 years so some of our resources/tools
need to be replaced.
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LESSONS - At the beginning of each year the classes run
through safety and how to avoid hazards in the garden.
Each class spends one of their first lessons learning their
role in supporting the program. Ms Tilling’s class looks
after the chooks, Mrs Lane’s class organises the scraps
pick up from each class, Ms Resnais’ class will look after
the worms and Mrs Loveday’s class will keep the
greenhouse plants watered.
Mrs Lane and Ms Bosworth’s classes have planted
seedlings – lettuce, silver beet, peppermint chard,
beetroot, coriander, rocket, kale and spring onions. Mrs Loveday’s class learnt about the history
behind the murals at the front of school for HASS; Ms Tilling’s class looked at the chooks in depth
before finishing the lesson harvesting; Ms Resnais’ class have looked at our worms under
magnifying lenses and learnt about how to look after them.
GREENHOUSE - After much hard work and fundraising by
three different sources (grounds, disco and fundraising)
we have our new greenhouse! Shelves will be next, then
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we will start filling it with seeds and
seedlings.
VOLUNTEERS - Our program would not
run as efficiently without volunteers. If
you would like to volunteer, either in
the class lessons, or general support
with weeding, pruning etc, please contact the front office or let your teacher now.
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Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
In every classroom we can see students taking up the challenge of learning to achieve their individual goals.
This week we are focussing on how to be awesome so we are celebrating our skills and abilities and how to
use them in our learning. At school, students utilise their Executive Functioning skills to further develop
their capacity to learn and achieve success, please read our section on what these skills are in this
newsletter.
Last week the junior primary students attended Swim Safety lessons at the Noarlunga Lesiure Centre pool.
This is a vital part of the Health and Physical Education programme and also calls on the students’ social
skills and independence. Many thanks to the many parents who assisted the students during the week.
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to outgoing members of the Governing Council for 2018. Many
thanks to Liz Whitbread, Jasmine Cowen and Merri James for their participation in the group. Julie Coe has
been Chairperson for the last 3 years and will continue to work as a committee member. Welcome to new
members Michael Field, Lauren Bennett, Gina Hattingh, Karina Gabell, Baden Nicholas and Claire Bosworth.
Our first Pupil Free Day for this year will be on Friday 9th March. The school will be closed to students;
however, teachers will participate in professional development with colleagues from the South Valley
Partnership focussing on Learning Dispositions and Powerful Learning. This provides a great opportunity for
staff to work collaboratively with colleagues in our local area and creates consistency between our schools.
Many thanks to the families that have paid their school fees this year. All fees are now due please make
your payments as soon as possible or contact Julie to organise a payment schedule.
Regards
Debbie Hemming

Learning Blast Off - Executive Functioning Skills
This year we are focusing on supporting students to develop their Executive Functioning skills to be
powerful learners. Some people describe executive function as “the CEO of the brain.” That’s because
these skills allow us to set goals, plan and get things done.
The three main areas of executive function are:
1. Working memory
2. Cognitive flexibility (also called flexible thinking)
3. Inhibitory control (which includes self-control)
Executive function is responsible for a number of skills, including:

Paying attention

Organizing, planning and prioritizing

Starting tasks and staying focused on them to completion

Understanding different points of view

Regulating emotions

Self-monitoring (keeping track of what you’re doing)
Executive skills usually develop during early childhood and into adolescence and are essential for
success in school and life.
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Attendance

Congratulations we hit

95%
attendance this week.
Cricket
Congratulations to the first Happy Valley Primary School Cricket Team we have assembled in 4 years.
Their first game ended with a win!! Well Done Team.

Canteen - Sports Day Special Lunch Pre Order
Look out for Sports Day Special Lunch Pre Order form coming to classrooms this week.
Order via Qkr! or through the classroom lunch tray by Friday 16th March.
Sausage Sizzle, Cheeseburger, Sushi, Donuts in team colours, watermelon cups, fruit juice
and water.
Parents and family members are welcome to place an order for lunch with their child.
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Responding to Abuse and Neglect Training for Volunteers
Aberfoyle Hub R - 7 School is holding 2 Responding to Abuse and Neglect Training (RAN) for Volunteers.
If you are unable to attend the sessions please follow the link for online training
https://www.plink.sa.edu.au/pages/signup.jsf
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Community Notices
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Community Notices

Brighton Secondary School
Year 7 - Out of School Zone
Volleyball Trials
The Initial trials for a position in the Brighton Secondary School Volleyball Program
will be held on Monday 7th May (Term 2, Week 2) at the following times:

10:00am or 11:30am
Students who meet the required standards at this trial will be invited to attend the
Final Trial on Monday 21st May at an advised time.

If you would like to attend the trial, you must ring
Brighton Secondary School Ph 8375 8200
to book a trial time and request an application pack.
Applications must be received Monday 30th April.
Happy Valley Primary School
18 Education Road
Happy Valley SA 5159
Phone 08 8381 7166
Email dl.0171.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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