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Wendy Lane/Angela Kay’s 4/5 Class
Mrs Lane and Angela’s class have been very busy
this term learning about the First Fleet and how
the first settlers had lived. This included an
excursion to Old Tailem Town on Monday week 8
and going more in-depth on the First Fleet of ships.
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In the second half of this term our class has been learning about the First Fleet ships and their
journey to Australia. In the First Fleet there were 11 ships, 3 of these ships were store ships, 6
were convict ships and 2 were Navy ships. The journey started in Portsmouth, Britain and
finished in Botany Bay, New South Wales, Australia. It took 8 months for the ships to reach
Australian shores.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Families,
We have reached the end of term and students can celebrate their
academic growth and achievements throughout the last 9 weeks.
The holidays provide an opportunity for them to rest and replenish
their energy for the remainder of the year when teachers will engage
them in new and challenging learning tasks. Many thanks to all
members of the community for their help and support during the term as
we guide students’ learning growth.
The NAPLAN results for 2018 have been distributed and our students continue to demonstrate positive
achievement. Staff are currently analysing the results and trends across the school to inform their
programming for next term. The most important aspect of the tests is to measure student growth
across the time they are in primary school. In term 4, we will participate in readiness activities in
preparation for transitioning to NAPLAN Online in 2019.
Congratulations to our students for their performance in the Combined Schools choir performance at
Festival Theatre on Tuesday night, they were amazing. We are excited about our sporting
achievements this week in finals events in football, athletics ad netball. The Pedal Prix team exceeded
all previous achievements, finishing in the top 20 teams. Good luck to all teams. We are extremely
proud of the efforts of our students and the support provided by family and friends.
This year we will conduct the School feedback surveys with staff, students and the parent community.
It is important for us to collect data from all members of our community. The results will be analysed in
conjunction with student achievement data sets and used to inform our work in 2019. Information
regarding how to access and participate in the survey will be placed on the website and sent out via
FlexiBuzz. Please complete by Friday week 1 term 4.
We are very excited to announce the 120th birthday of our school. Like any special occasion it has
quietly snuck up on us and we will celebrate the event with a special cake on wednesday. Our school
has a long and distinguished history in this area which has been described in this newsletter. An
interesting fact is that my Grandmother and her siblings were pupils at our school in the early years of
the 20th Century.
We wish all families an enjoyable holiday break and hope you have time to spend together and
students have a chance to rest and reinvigorate for the final term. Good luck to Isabelle Watts and
Olivia Resnais who are both travelling to Fiji for the break to volunteer their time in a local school.
Regards
Debbie Hemming

Congratulations we hit

97%
attendance this week.
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Happy 120th Birthday to our school!
Our school has a long and interesting history to share. In the first few years of
settlement in South Australia lessons at school occurred in the homes of local
teachers. The first known school in Happy Valley would now be under the
existing reservoir. In 1897 local land owners, Harry and Polly Mason, donated 2 acres of land to build
a new school replacing the one that had been closed due to the development of the reservoir. This land is where
the Chandlers Hill kindy is now. Twelve students enrolled on September 26th 1898 at the new school with the
first teacher Miss Shepherd.
For the next eighty years Happy Valley was predominantly a farming community with some large wineries. In
the late 1970s the State Government acquired land from farmers to build housing estates. The area increased in
population resulting in larger numbers of children enrolling at the school. Additional land was acquired to build
a larger school on the western side of Education Road which opened at the beginning of 1980 and still operates
today.
We will celebrate our history with a special cake with the students on Wednesday 26th September 2018.

The Original Students with Miss Shepherd

The Happy Valley Reservoir Wall
being built

ASSEMBLY AWARDS presented 21st September
For being a confident and resilient learner
Jacob M, Ruby B, Sam B
For having an enduring belief that they can learn and achieve
Amy Jean M, Amelie Y, Milla W, Shanae C, Oskar S, Aisha T, Emma M, Caitlin P
Having the capacity to apply their understanding to new and familiar situations
Belle L, Melissa A, Thomas C
For welcoming challenges that stretch their thinking
Logan B, Finn G, Zana G, Sarah H, Riley J, Addisyn M
For being able to solve problems from various context particularly those that relate to their lives
Jessica M, Charlie K
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PEDAL PRIX 24 HOUR RACE
What an amazing weekend for our Pedal Prix team!
We finished 17th out of 51 primary schools! To finish in the top 20 is a brilliant effort made possible by consistent,
enthusiastic riders, parents with foresight and knowledge to improve the vehicle and those who supported their
child and the whole team in so many ways throughout the year!
All riders produced their personal best times with many still improving over the weekend! Murray Bridge is the
third race we have competed in this year (we have had two 6 hour races) and is the most gruelling for everyone.
The race starts at 12 noon on Saturday and the checker flag goes down at 12 noon on Sunday. The team is divided
into smaller groups to race through the night so riders can get a small amount of sleep. The boys loved “staying up
all night”. All the boys were very pleased with their own effort and amazed at what they achieved.
A huge thank you to Julie Coe for managing the team and Alistair Pearce for spending time and effort on improving
the bike; to Trent and Alan Smart for their work on the bike during the year and during the night; to Danny
Buchanan and Andrew Bailey for marshalling from midnight to 4am and Nicky and Lyn Smart for your support and
advice during the season. Although I have individually named a few people, the team would not have been as
successful without ALL the parents involved in driving the trailer to practices, suppling food, picking up supplies and
encouraging our amazing riders!
We are not done yet! A fun breakup will be organised as well as the BBQ at Celebration night – ready to fund
another amazing year in 2019!!
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Happy Valley Primary School
18 Education Road
Happy Valley SA 5159
Phone 08 8381 7166
Email dl.0171.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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